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thunder probably explains a certain use which the Dieri, a
tribe of Central Australia, made of the instrument.    When

sounded at the initiation of young men
and is carefully concealed from women;
the sound is thought to be the voice of a
spirit. See Rev. J. Chalmers, Pioneer-
ing in New Guinea (London, 1887),
p. 85 ; id., (t Toaripi," Journal of the
Anthropological Institute, xxvii. (1898)
p. 329 ; Rev, J, Holmes, " Initiation
Ceremonies of Natives of the Papuan
Gulf,"-y"0//r/z0/ of the Anthropological
Institute^ xxxii. (1902) pp. 420, 424
sq.\ O. Schellong, "Das Barlum-fest
der Gegend Finsch-hafens," Internat-
ionales Archil} fiir Ethnographic ^ ii.
(1889) pp. 150 sq., 154 sq. ; F.
Grabowsky, "Der Bezirk von Hatz-
feldthafen und seine Bewohner," Peter-
manns Mitteilungen^ xli. (1895) p.
189; B. Hagen, Unter den Papua's
(Wiesbaden, 1899), pp. 188 sq. ; Max
Krieger, Neu~Guima (Berlin, preface
dated 1899), pp. 168 sqq. ; J. Vetter,
in Mitteilungen der Geographischen
Gesellschaft zu Jena, xi. (1892) p.
105 ; K. Vetter, in Nachrichten ilber
Kaiser Wilhelms-Land tmd den Bis-
marck-Archipel, 1897 (Berlin), p. 93 ;
R. Neuhauss, Deutsch Neu - Gitinea
(Berlin, 1911), pp. 36, 297, 403, 406
s</., 410-412, 494 sqq. ; Otto Reche,
Der Kaiser in - Augusta - Fluss (Ham-
burg, 1913), pp. 349 sqq. (Ergebnisse
der Siidsee-Expedition igoS-igio, her-
ausgegeben von G. Thilenius). It is
similarly used at the circumcision-
festivals in the French Islands, to the
west of New Britain (R. Parkinson,
Dreissig Jahre in der Sudsee, Stuttgart,
1907, pp. 640 sq.), and it is employed
at mysteries or mourning ceremonies
in Bougainville and other Melanesian
Islands. See R. Parkinson, op. ciL
pp, 658 sq. ; id., Zur Ethnographic
der Nordwcstlichen Salerno Jnseln (Ber-
lin, 1899), p. ii ; R. H. Codrington,
The M'danesians (Oxford, 1891), pp.
98 sq.^ 342. Among the Minangka-
bawers of Sumatra the bull - roarer
(gasi&ig} is used by a rejected lover
to induce the demons to carry off the
soul of the jilt and so drive her mad.
It is made of the frontal bone of a
brave or skilful man, and some of the

intended victim's hair is attached to it.
See J. L. van der Toorn, "Het ani-
misme bij den Minangkabauer in der
Padangsche Bovenlanden," Bijdragen
tot de Taal- Land- en Votkenkunde van
Nederlandsch Indie, xxxix. (1890) pp.
55 sg. Among the Yoruba-speaking
negroes of the Slave Coast in West
Africa, particularly at Abeokuta, the
sound of the bull-roarer is supposed to
be the voice of a great bogey named
Oro, whose votaries compose a secret
society under the name of Ogboni.
When the sound of the bull-roarer is
heard in the streets, every woman must
shut herself up in her house and not
look out of the window under pain o.f
death. See R. F. Burton, Abeokztta
and the Cameroons Motmtains (London,
1863),!. 197 jy.; MissionaryChautard,
in Annales de la Propagation de la Foi,
Iv. (Lyons, 1883) pp. 192-198; Mis-
sionary Baudin, "Le Fetichisme," Les
Missions Catholiq2ies> xvi. (1884) p.
257 ; P. Bouche, La Cdte des Escla-ves
et le Dahomey (Paris, 1885), p. 124;
Mrs. R. B. Batty and Governor Mol-
oney, " Notes on the Yoruba Country,"
Journal of the Anthropological Institute',
xix. (1890) pp. 160-164 ; A. B. Ellis,
The Yoruba-speaking Peoples of the
Slave Coast of West Africa (London,
1894), pp. no sq. ; R. H. Stone, In
Afrits Forest and Jungle (Edinburgh
and London, 1900), p, 88; L. Fro-
benius, Die Masken itnd Geheinibiinde
Afrlkas (Halle, 1898), pp. 95 sqq.
(Nova Acta^ Abh. der Kaiserl. Leopt-
CaroL Deutschen Akademie der Nat^tr-
forscher, vol. Ixxiv. No. i). Among
the Nandi of British East Africa and
the Bushongo of the Congo region bun-
roarers are sounded by men to frighten
novices at initiation. See A. C. Hollis,
The Nandi (Oxford, 1909), pp. 40,
56; E. Torday and T. A. Joyce, Les
Bushongo (Brussels, 1910), p.. 82.
Among the CafTres of South Africa
and the Boloki of the Upper Congo
the bull-roarer is a child's toy, but yet
is thought to be endowed with magical
virtue. See below, p. 232 note3. Among
the Koskimo Indians of British Col-